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BASEBALL
BASEBALL; From Japan, Far From a One-Hit
Wonder
OLNEY
SEATTLE, May 20— It was the sort of play seen in tennis all the time, the ball zooming at a
player's knees, a quick turn of the hand, the ball redirected to the opposite direction. Except this
particular moment occurred at Yankee Stadium on April 26, and Ichiro Suzuki wielded not a
wide-faced tennis racket, but one of the thin-barreled bats he carries in a black case.
Mike Mussina had thrown an 81-mile-an-hour curveball that spun at Ichiro's legs, a nasty pitch
with nasty placement. Left-handed hitters like Ichiro usually swing over the ball, or beat it into
the ground foul, or skip over the ball. But Ichiro somehow drew his hands and bat into the ball's
flight path and smashed a hit between Mussina and shortstop Derek Jeter. To Mussina and
other Yankees, it was evidence of exceptional eye-hand coordination, an instant of uncommon
greatness.
"His hand-eye coordination has to be unbelievable," Martinez said.
28
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